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About Us
Adam van der Linde

★ Teacher and Lawyer
★ VISII parent
★ President of Epiphyte 

Educational Society



About Us | VISII

Parents & 
Educators 
Working 
Together

Epiphyte 
Education
al Society

COVID-19



About Inquiry
Meghan Carrico, Educator, BC Certified Teacher



Social
  (Matthew Lieberman, Oct. 2013)

The Emotional Life of Your Brain
  (Richard Davidson, 2012)
 
Calm, Alert and Learning
  (Stuart Shanker, 2012)

Plasticity of the neo-cortex
(e.g. Karen Pape)

About Inquiry

What cognitive 
neuroscience
tells us



ethics
bias and persuasion
depth
knowing vs. knowing about

Quality of  
knowledge,
not just
quantity



Zone of Proximal Development

(Challenge vs Ability)

Current 
knowledge and 
experience
(comfort zone)

Zone of 
proximal 

development

A bit too 

far beyond 

reach at 

present

Different for each learner

(Vygotsky)



The VISII Approach to Learning and Teaching

The shape of the learning path at VISII is a combination of:

Emergent/personal curriculum
● what the learner needs/wants to learn emerges through the 

teaching and learning relationship
● informed by earlier learning
● unique to each learner

Common curriculum
● some learning goals are universal
● addressed through the individual lens created by and for 

each learner 



Personalized 
Learning



Just saying that most of 
the curriculum is tailored 
to fit each learner is not 

enough 

Questions are 
inquiry springboards.



Inquiry Springboards

Values 
Questions
What's right?

What do I believe?
What's important?

Cause & 
Effect 

Questions
Where will this 

lead?
What if?

Theoretical 
Questions

How did we get 
here?

System 
Questions
How does this 

work?
How well does it do 
what is intended?

Descriptive 
Questions

What happened?
What is this?



Step 1. Starting Questions

Aim VISII Learner... VISII Teacher...

Generate initial questions 
based on interest/curiosity 
or on a former inquiry that 
led to new questions

Creates or co-creates the 
kind of question(s) that allow 
for inquiry

Helps learner develop 
question(s) conducive to 
inquiry

Example: "I am very interested in sleep and dreaming. 
Some questions I can think of right now are:

★ Does everyone dream?
★ I heard if you die in your dream, you die in real life. Is 

that true?
★ What causes insomnia?
★ How much sleep is required to live?



Step 2. After completing my work in step 1, I now know more about 
this topic. My new questions are:
★ Is lucid dreaming possible and can it help people address real issues?
★ What are the various contemporary schools of thought on the meaning of dreams?
★ How have dreams been portrayed in literature?
★ Do different cultures in the worlds place different levels of importance on dreams?
★ Are dreams part of the regenerative process of sleep?
★ What are the characteristics of the various sleep stages (REM, alpha, delta…)?
★ Is it easier to wake up in the morning if you are at the end of a sleep cycle?
★ What is the relationship between diseases and disorders and sleep deprivation?
★ Do artists often refer to their own dreams for inspiration?
★ What is the difference between nightmares and night terrors?
★ On average, how much sleep do people really get each night?
★ Does a darker bedroom make it easier to dream?
★ What equipment/techniques are used to measure levels of consciousness?
★ Is hypnosis at all related to sleep and dreaming?
★ Is it dangerous to wake a sleep walker?



Step 3 (slide 1 of 3). Based on my new questions, here is how I would like to 
pursue the learning within this inquiry:

 

★ Conduct secondary research on dream and sleep science, including lucid 
dreaming, sleep stages, the role of sleep in health, nightmares, night terrors, and 
sleepwalking. → 1 week

★ Write a story about a lucid dreamer who harnesses the power of the surreal 
dreamworld to develop cures for major illnesses in the real world. → 2 to 3 
weeks, including editing and writing workshops

★ Ask for teacher-led writing workshops on character development and 
suspense creation. → 2 to 3 lessons; invite other students who are writing things

★ Ask teacher for a list of literature titles in which dreaming plays a major part. 
Read some of those (1 week), and synthesize the main themes in a short essay (1 
week). → 2 weeks



Step 3 (slide 2 of 3): Based on my new questions, here is how I would like to 
pursue the learning within this line of inquiry

 

★ Conduct some primary research on the relationship between darkness of room 
and dreaming. (ask for student volunteers to participate for one week in either a 
dark room or a brighter room and to report on dream (remembered) frequency 
and analyse results → 1 month

★ Ask teacher for a lesson/discussion on research methodology so my study 
(above) is as good as it can be → 1 hour

★ Display results from activity above in the form of a lab report and using 
graphs/charts.

★ With teacher’s help, set up a visit to the VIHA sleep clinic to interview 
technicians, doctors, nurses (not sure who will be available) about the equipment 
they use in monitoring sleep and diagnosing sleep issues → 1 hour



Step 3 (slide 3 of 3): Based on my new questions, here is how I would like to 
pursue the learning within this line of inquiry

 

★ Visit the clinic (2 hours) and then write a thank you letter (1 hour) and a short 
reflection on what I learned there (1 hour). → 3 hours

★ Develop reflection from above into a PowerPoint presentation (3 hours) and 
present to the school (1 hour) → 4 hours

★ Research famous artists who have credited their dreams as sources of 
inspiration for their work. Interview some local artists and ask them about the 
influence of dreams on their work. (1 week) These interviews could be recorded 
on the zoom recorder (with artists’ permission) and made into a podcast → 3 to 4 
hours

(These examples touch on learning outcomes in all competency areas, plus major outcomes in 
English, Science, Psychology, Math, Art, Social Studies, Drama, Digital Media,
and other areas.)



Tools for Inquiry Learning

★ Task management tools (e.g., Trello)

★ Presentation tools (e.g., Portfolio)

★ Planning tools (e.g., Gantt charts in 
spreadsheets)

★ Creation tools (e.g., StudioBinder)

VISII will be adopting these or comparable tools.



The Role of 
the Teacher

In mainstream schools:

Sole planner, creator, deliverer, 
assessor, motivator, monitor, expert, 
evaluator,  reporter and follower of 
the curriculum for a batch of students 
(lonely and overwhelming)

At PSII and VISII: 

Professional facilitator of learning, who 
adapts learning conditions to be 
developmentally appropriate to each 
learner, who encourages and seamlessly 
incorporates legitimate in- and 
out-of-school learning experiences, and 
who offers or finds expertise as demanded 
by co-created individual learning plans. 



All 
inquiry, 
all the 

time? ……. 
No!



VISII Core 
Values

★ Open Inquiry
★ Consilience
★ Co-Construction
★ Learning Happens 

Everywhere
★ Learning vs Learning About
★ Competency-based 

Assessment
★ Emergent Curriculum









Next come 
COMPETENCIES. 

While important and 
while a better starting 
point than subjects, 
competencies must 
still be nested in the 
deeper valued 
attributes.



An Inquiry Day
★ Outdoor adventure (a walk, a hike, a trip to the beach)
★ Check-in
★ Planning time
★ Research time
★ Creative time
★ 1:1 with teacher
★ Seminars
★ Focus groups
★ Independent Learning
★ Optional activities (e.g., language lessons, dance classes)



An Inquiry Week
★ Field trip (optional)
★ Visits from mentors, experts, craftspeople
★ Work on long-term inquiries
★ Making/creating
★ Option to take classes at UVic or elsewhere
★ Flexibility



Parent Mentorship
Janelle Jenstad, PhD, Professor at UVic
VISII parent, Secretary of Epiphyte Educational Society



Parent 
Mentorship

★ Inquiry continues at 
home

★ Pandemic teaching by 
parents

★ Parent expertise and 
mentorship in the 
learning centre

"Your questions are 
your intellectual 

capital."



Our Space
David Wrate, MBA, Digital Policy Analyst
VISII parent, Treasurer of Epiphyte Educational Society



Our Space
★ Open Floor Plan
★ Bright
★ Makerspace
★ Garry Oak Meadow
★ Garden

The Cridge Centre for the Family 
@ Hillside and Cook



Open 
Learning 

Space



Open 
Learning 

Space



Open 
Learning 

Space



Kitchen 
Space



Open 
Learning 

Space



Quiet 
Space



Quiet 
Space



Maker
Space



Registration
Carolyn Hissen, BA, Beekeeper
VISII parent, VISII Communication



Registration Steps

★ Email: admin@visii.ca
★ Intake meeting with educator
★ Registration 
★ Tuition: $9400/year

mailto:admin@visii.ca


Q&A


